Catechist introduces the topic in these or similar words:
► Have you ever given any thought to your own death? ► If you were asked to write your own obituary, how would you want it to read at the end of your life?
Catechist invites everyone to take a few minutes to write his or her own brief obituary, one small paragraph of three or four sentences. Invite people to share it with one other person, then invite some to share in the wider group.
Catechist continues:
► Eschatology is a word the Church uses to refer to everything we believe about death, heaven, purgatory, hell, and judgment. Eschatology understands that the reign of God is now as well as not yet. Eschatology refers to the last things, the end of Jesus' ministry, and the end of time and cosmic events. ► How you would like to read about your life at the end of your life is only a glimpse of the potential God has for each of us in our lives. ► How we die and the quality of life at death and after death depends on the way we live.
► We will briefly address heaven, hell, and purgatory because what is most important to the living of our lives now, here on earth, is our understanding of judgment.
Hell
Refer to articles 1033-1037. Members of the group read these faith statements aloud, rotating around the circle on each bullet:
► It is important for all Catholics to understand...
Members of the group read these faith statements aloud, rotating around the circle on each bullet:
► The Church teaches that all salvation comes from Christ, the Head, through the Church which is his Body. Hence, they cannot be saved who, knowing the Church as founded by Christ and necessary for salvation, would refuse to enter her or remain in her. ► At the same time, thanks to Christ and to his Church, those who through no fault of their own do not know the gospel of Christ and his Church but sincerely seek God and, moved by grace, try to do his will as it is known through the dictates of conscience can attain eternal salvation" (Compendium: Catechism of the Catholic Church, USCCB, #171.) ► In one of the prayers of our Church, the "Act of Contrition," we pray that we "...dread the loss of heaven and the pains of hell." The Church teaches that a healthy fear over the loss of heaven is a valid first motivation to experience God. It is ultimately an invitation to enter into relationship with the living God. ► We do not, however, have a relationship with God simply because we are afraid of the alternative. That fear for some is merely the first step toward taking their relationship with God seriously.
Purgatory
Refer to articles 1030-1032. ► Have you ever had a period in your life where you waited for something, where you were going through a terribly difficult time, but on the other side of the situation you realized how much you matured or grew?
Catechist continues:
► The Church teaches that purgatory is a state of those who die and who are still in relationship and friendship with God, yet who still need to be purified before the gates of heaven are opened to them (#210 Compendium: CCC, USCCB).
Two perspectives of purgatory that have been handed down to us
► Western Perspective (see appendix #3). The western tradition understood it as a punitive state of being that assumes those who endure purgatory are not considered good enough to go directly to God. Such persons are punished by being cut off from God's love until taken home to be with God for the last time. The West used metaphors that were punitive to describe purgatory whereas the Eastern Church preferred language that speaks of maturation and growth. ► Eastern Perspective. The Eastern Church understood purgatory as a state of purification and maturation. It is a state of being in which one grows in the love and relationship with God. It is about the incredible love and mercy of God. ► Purgatory is not considered in the negative sense; it is not a negative resting place since all those in purgatory are certain that they will ultimately share the beatific vision and enter heaven. Our tradition teaches that those in purgatory can be helped by the prayers, the works of mercy, and the Eucharist offered by those still living. The bottom line of purgatory is that it is about maturing in our relationship with God, not about paying a debt for sins. ► Ultimately, purgatory expresses the understanding that those who are basically good and just people at the time of death, but who are still in need of purification must undergo Catechist invites participants to respond to the following questions. This dialogue can take place in the larger group.
► How do you feel about purgatory? Get out of your head and into your heart. ► What does it have to do with your relationship with God? ► Is it possible that life here on earth can be like a purgatory-that is, does this life offer the opportunity for us to be purified and grow in holiness?
Heaven
Refer to articles 1023-1029.
► The Church teaches that heaven is a state of supreme and absolute happiness. Those who die in a state of grace and who need no further purification go directly to God and join Jesus, Mary, and the saints and angels. As a body, we call such saints the communion of saints. The saints in heaven are considered the Church in heaven. Once in heaven, they intercede for the Church on earth and enjoy perfect communion with the Trinity (#209, Compendium: CCC, USCCB).
Biblical Understandings and Underpinnings
► In the language of biblical cosmology, heaven refers to the sky that hovers over the earth. In religious language, heaven refers to the dwelling place of God. In the Old Testament, the "heavens" reminded the ancients that God is almighty and sovereign over the world. ► Judgment involves the past, present, and future. ► The Bible understands judgment as the act by which God overcomes evil once and for all. Judgment occurs in direct relation to our acceptance or rejection of Jesus.
Two types of judgment: general and particular
► General: at the end of the world Jesus will judge everyone as the last act of human history. ► Particular judgment: acknowledges that we are a unique creation of God's and therefore are subject to God's judgment as individuals. ► Judgment expresses the hope that we can look back on our lives at the end and discover meaning and purpose. Judgment is concerned with what we have made of our lives, the way we have grown in our potential as a fully alive human being who lived for others and how we cooperated (or not) with God's grace to achieve our full human potential? Judgment is not just a future reality but it is also a present reality. 
